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(IEAG) DATA REVOLUTION FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT: “A WORLD THAT COUNTS” 
 

• Integration of new and traditional data for more 

detailed, timely and relevant information;  

• Reducing data inequality; bringing partners into 

production, access to and use of data;  

• Capacity building and tech transfer 

• Build consensus on principle and standards (ethics, 

protect privacy and rights) 

• Foster openness and transparency,  

• Official stats community in the driver seats 
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I. … data beyond census, or household surveys 

 still requiring systems to select/sample, store,  

 protect, harmonize 

II. new stats methodologies and technology to collect 

and process in large quantities and in ‘real time’ 

III. attention to communicating data to ‘lay’ users 

IV. World of data back in the spotlight 

  

DATA REVOLUTION >> BIG DATA  
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HUMAN DEVELOPMENT (1990) philosophical/theoretical underpinning 

• Improving the lives people lead rather than assuming that economic growth will trickle 

down. Income growth as a means to development 

• Create an environment for people, individually and collectively, to build their abilities, 

develop to their full potential and lead lives that they have reason to value (capabilities 

and functionings). 

• Choices can be infinite and change, but 3 essential elements for people:   

I. lead a long and health life 

II. to acquire knowledge  

III. to have access to resources needed for a decent standard of living 

This became the three dimensions of the human development index (HDI) – simple and 

intuitive, easy to communicate and decompose and ‘no less vulgar than GDP’ 

Data from government sources; harmonized 

 

 

AN INDEX FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT- 
INNOVATION IN ASSESSING PROGRESS 
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40 YEARS 
OF 
PROGRES
S 

   Worldwide trends in the Human Development Index, 1970 - 2010 



1990: HDI for 130 out of the world’s then 162 countries;  

2014: HDI for 187 of the world’s 196 countries 

 

  

CHANGES IN RANKING - ‘WHAT 
HAPPENED?’ 

HDI 1990 (1990) HDI 1990 (2014) HDI 2013 (2014) 

1 Japan 0.996 Australia 0.866 Norway 0.944 

2 Sweden 0.987 US 0.858 Australia 0.933 

3 Switzerland 0.986 Canada 0.848 Switzerland 0.917 

4 Netherlands 0.984 Netherlands 0.826 Netherlands 0.915 

5 Canada 0.983 New Zealand 0.821 US 0.914 

126 Chad 0.116 137 Sierra Leone 0.263 183 Sierra Leone 0.374 

127 Sierra Leone 0.143 138 Rwanda 0.238 184 Chad 0.372 

128 Burkina Faso 0.15 139 Mali 0.232 185 CAR 0.341 

129 Mali 0.15 140 Niger 0.218 186 DRC 0.338 

130 Niger 0.157 141 Mozambique 0.216 187 Niger 0.337 
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Improvements, fine-tuning w some changes in perspectives 

• More data are collected and reported, internationally 

• Better methodologies for estimation and extrapolation 

New insights – changes to indicators (still mostly modelled) 

• Functional form (arithmetic to geometric mean) 

• Maxima and Minima 

• GDP to GNI (ppp; p/c):  

• School enrollment to years spent learning – drawn from external experts 

(Barro and Lee): raised concerns; strengthened reporting (Gulf)  

• Health is still life expectancy, but may draw on WHO/UW: HALE 

• A factor in changing ranks: pop figure revisions every 2 years 

 

 

 

HDI CHANGING WITH THE TIMES 
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1992 Human Freedom Index (Non-official data and indicators)  

1995 Gender Development Index and Gender Empowerment Index 

(first, continuously reworked) replaced by Gender Inequality 

Index (2010), complimented by Gender Development Index 

(2014; new) 

1997 Human Poverty Index - replaced in 2010 w Multi-

 dimensional poverty index (HHS based) 

             … but sustainable human development index – in the 

 works for a long time – heading for a dash-board 

 Statistical annex: mostly official but occasionally other  data 

(often at cost) 

  

 

PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES 
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Fierce competition >100 other international composite indices on 
wellbeing 

HD>>HDI – human security, enabling community, a sense of purpose 
and belonging – subjective wellbeing 

Timeliness vz data reported nationally, internationally and then HDR 

Big data and now-casting raise expectations  

“HD – the way ahead”: 

• revised or new indices  

• indices and dash boards 

• credible new sources of internationally comparable data: opinion 

polls and ‘big data’?? 

More data innovations in national HDRs    

HDI STAYING RELEVANT 
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COMMUNICATING PROGRESS 
THROUGH OTHER INNOVATIONS 1 
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Data revolution is – also – about credibility, 

transparency and accountability 

• provenance (timing, source, methodology, 

technique etc) matters 

• hypothesis, analysis, testing and validation matters 

• application – using data to form new insight 

• using visualization to make data, statistics,   

 and indicators speak 

 

 

SOME TAKE-AWAY POINTS 
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HDRO is always on at  

• www.hdr.undp.org – HDialogue; Global, Regional and National 

Reports; occasional papers, events and other HD relevant materials - 

and  

In social media:  

• Twitter @HDRUNDP 

• https://www.facebook.com/HumanDevelopmentReport 

• Linked-in 

 

STAY CONNECTED …. 

http://www.hdr.undp.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HumanDevelopmentReport
https://www.facebook.com/HumanDevelopmentReport

